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CM/SM Pain score and clinical signs 
 
 
 
 
Pedigree Name :  
 
Registration number                                                                     Microchip number    
  
Date of birth:                          Call name  ____________ Owner’s name   
      
Colour   B   B/T    R     T         Gender   M  MN   F  FN              Weight  
       

 
PAIN 

SCORE 
FREQUENCY 

VOCALISATION 
FREQUENCY 
SCRATCHING 

EXERCISE ABILITY 

0 None None Normal 

1 < 1 / week < 1 / day Normal 

2 1 / week ≥ 1 / day Normal 

3 >  1 / week > 1 / day Normal 

4 >  1 / week > 1 / day Activity compromised 

 
Dogs scored according to the most severe clinical sign for example a dog vocalising once daily 
but shoulder scratching less frequently would be scored 3.  

Pain score  No pain or neurological dysfunction  
 
Possible signs of pain / neurological dysfunction 
Signs  Frequency Age of 

onset 
Signs Frequency   Age of 

onset 
Shoulder scratching  
(indicate side)  

  Scoliosis  N/A  

Scratching elsewhere 
(indicate site)  

  Thoracic limb ataxia  N/A  

Rubbing ears    Thoracic limb weakness  
 

N/A  

Rubbing mouth  
 

  Thoracic limb lameness    

Cervical pain   Pelvic limb ataxia N/A 
 

 

Thoracic pain   Pelvic limb weakness  N/A 
 

 

Lumbar pain    Pelvic limb lameness 
 

  

Screaming when 
scratching 

  Vestibular dysfunction  
(indicate side)  

N/A  

Screaming when excited   Facial nerve dysfunction  
(indicate side)  

N/A  

Screaming when touched 
 

  Seizures   

Screaming when change 
head position 
 

  Fly catching    

Screaming when jumping 
 

  Collapse during exercise   

Screaming for no apparent 
reason 

  Cramping during 
exercise  

  

N/A – not applicable  


